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Drawing on the political theology of Reinhold Niebuhr, described by Barack Obama as 'one of my favourite
philosophers', this book assesses the challenges facing the President during his first term. It evaluates his
success in adhering to Niebuhr's path of 'Christian realism' when faced with the pragmatic demands of
domestic and foreign affairs. In 2008 Candidate Obama used the ideas of 'Hope' and 'Change' to inspire
voters and secure the presidency. Obama promised change not only regarding America's policies, but even
more fundamentally in the nation's political culture. Holder and Josephson describe the foundations of
President Obama's Christian faith and the extent to which it has shaped his approach to politics. Their book
explores Obama's journey of faith in the context of a broadly Augustinian understanding of faith and politics,
examines the tensions between Christian realism and pragmatic progressivism, explains why a Christian
realist interpretation is essential to understanding Obama's presidency, and applies this model of
understanding to considerations of foreign and domestic policy. By combining this theological and political
analysis the book offers a special opportunity to reflect on the relationship between Christian faith and
statesmanship, reflections that are missing from current popular discussions of the Obama presidency.
Through consideration of Niebuhr's models of the prophet and the statesman, and the more popular
alternative of the political evangelist, Holder and Josephson are better able to explain the president's
successes and his failures, and to unveil the Augustinian limits of the political life.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Urso:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Irony of Barack
Obama: Barack Obama, Reinhold Niebuhr and the Problem of Christian Statecraft suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Irony of Barack Obama:
Barack Obama, Reinhold Niebuhr and the Problem of Christian Statecraftis the one of several books in
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book
will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world in this book.

Celia Redmond:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Irony of Barack Obama:
Barack Obama, Reinhold Niebuhr and the Problem of Christian Statecraft that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick The Irony of
Barack Obama: Barack Obama, Reinhold Niebuhr and the Problem of Christian Statecraft become your
starter.

Tony Valdez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Irony of Barack Obama: Barack Obama,
Reinhold Niebuhr and the Problem of Christian Statecraft why because the great cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside
or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Elizabeth Daugherty:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't



see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Irony of Barack Obama: Barack Obama, Reinhold Niebuhr and the Problem of
Christian Statecraft can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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