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Kalevala or Kalewala can be interpreted as the land of Kaleva or Kalevia. Currently this vast region is
divided between the Russian Republic of Karelia, the Russian Leningrad Oblast and Finland - specifically
the regions of north and south Karelia. Much of Finnish poetry was of the oral tradition. But Kalevala is a
national and unifying poem. The authors of the work are numerous and stretch back almost countless
centuries but, important additions and structuring are most notably from the eighteenth and nineteenth
century, and include Arhippa Perttunen Juhana Kainulainen, Matiska and Ontrei Malinen. From this myriad
of sources the work is now more often attributed to its compiler Elias Lonnrot, who, in the mid 19th century,
made many field trips around the region to piece together this remarkable epic poem of Finnish folklore,
history, mythology and wisdom which had previously been told by storytellers often as a duo alternating
verses between themselves and sometimes accompanied by a kantele player - a stringed instrument similar to
a dulcimer or zither. Despite the wide and diverse area of origin, the recital was always built on a pentachord
and sung in the same metre although the rhythm might vary. It is said to have been the inspiration for
Longfellow's Hiawatha which also uses the same metre. Lonnrot was a doctor, linguist and botanist who
worked for the district health office in the eastern part of Finland and had a deep interest in these folkloric
tales. He had previously published other works but none of the size or significance of these 22,795 verses
which are divided into fifty songs or Runes (Finnish runot). This work is still regarded as the most important
in Finnish literature and contributed to the development of the Finnish national identity from it's initial
publishing in 1835 (called The old Kalevala) to the more wide-spread and popular 1849 version. It is said
with its promotion of Finnish pride, language and identity to have led to Finnish independence from Russia
in 1917 but can still be enjoyed today for the fascinating sagas and its profound beauty.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby House:

The book The Epic Poem of Finland can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book The Epic Poem of Finland? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Epic Poem of Finland has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Megan Rivera:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them
is this The Epic Poem of Finland.

Samantha Bond:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Epic Poem of Finland can be the solution, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Eddie Barber:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Epic Poem of Finland or perhaps
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes The Epic Poem of Finland to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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