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The Antagonist Principle is a critical examination of the works and sometimes controversial public career of
John Henry Newman (1801–1890), first as an Anglican and then as Victorian England’s most famous
convert to Roman Catholicism at a time when such a conversion was not only a minority choice but in some
quarters a deeply offensive one. Lawrence Poston adopts the idea of personality as his theme, not only in the
modern sense of warring elements in one’s own temperament and relationships with others but also in a
theological sense as a central premise of orthodox Trinitarian Christian doctrine. The principle of
"antagonism," in the sense of opposition, Poston argues, activated Newman's imagination while
simultaneously setting limits to his achievement, both as a spiritual leader and as a writer. The author draws
on a wide variety of biographical, historical, literary, and theological scholarship to provide an "ethical"
reading of Newman’s texts that seeks to offer a humane and complex portrait.

Neither a biography nor a revelation of a life, this textual study of Newman’s development as a theologian in
his published works and private correspondence attempts to resituate him as one of the most combative of
the Victorian seekers. Though his spiritual quest took place on the far right of the religious spectrum in
Victorian England, it nonetheless allied him with a number of other prominent figures of his generation as
distinct from each other as Thomas Carlyle, John Stuart Mill, and Walter Pater. Avoiding both hagiography
and iconoclasm, Poston aims to "see Newman whole."
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From reader reviews:

Celia Norton:

This book untitled The Antagonist Principle: John Henry Newman and the Paradox of Personality (Victorian
Literature and Culture Series) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly
to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this
publication from your list.

Audrey Stockman:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Antagonist Principle: John Henry Newman and the Paradox of Personality (Victorian Literature
and Culture Series) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book
then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The
The Antagonist Principle: John Henry Newman and the Paradox of Personality (Victorian Literature and
Culture Series) giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Ruth Ford:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Antagonist Principle: John Henry
Newman and the Paradox of Personality (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still skepticism The Antagonist Principle: John Henry Newman and the Paradox of
Personality (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) as good book not simply by the cover but also through
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Richard Dike:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Antagonist Principle: John Henry Newman
and the Paradox of Personality (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) was bright colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book The Antagonist Principle: John Henry Newman and the Paradox of
Personality (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until



youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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