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Individualist and communitarian. Anarchist and totalitarian. Classicist and romanticist. Progressive and
reactionary. Since the eighteenth century, Jean-Jacques Rousseau has been said to be all of these things. Few
philosophers have been the subject of as much or as intense debate, yet almost everyone agrees that
Rousseau is among the most important and influential thinkers in the history of political philosophy. This
new edition of his major political writings, published in the year of the three-hundredth anniversary of his
birth, renews attention to the perennial importance of Rousseau’s work.

 

The book brings together superb new translations by renowned Rousseau scholar John T. Scott of three of
Rousseau’s works: the Discourse on the Sciences and Arts, the Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of
Inequality Among Men, and On the Social Contract. The two Discourses show Rousseau developing his
well-known conception of the natural goodness of man and the problems posed by life in society. With the
Social Contract, Rousseau became the first major thinker to argue that democracy is the only legitimate form
of political organization. Scott’s extensive introduction enhances our understanding of these foundational
writings, providing background information, social and historical context, and guidance for interpreting the
works. Throughout, translation and editorial notes clarify ideas and terms that might not be immediately
familiar to most readers.

 

The three works collected in The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau represent an important
contribution to eighteenth-century political theory that has exerted an extensive influence on generations of
thinkers, beginning with the leaders of the French Revolution and continuing to the present day. The new
translations on offer here will be welcomed by a wide readership of both Rousseau scholars and readers with
a general interest in political thought.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Valenzuela:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must
answer that question simply because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The
Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract" to read.

Ronald Fowler:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two
"Discourses" and the "Social Contract" book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques
Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract" content conveys prospect easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of
it. So , do you still thinking The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses"
and the "Social Contract" is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jackie Caldwell:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them
is this The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social
Contract".

Lois Huseby:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques
Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract" reserve written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal



hunger then you still hesitation The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two
"Discourses" and the "Social Contract" as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is
one book that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.
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