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This book studies several of Mark Helprin’s novels in terms of their relation to Dante’s Divine Comedy. The
authors demonstrate that A Soldier of the Great War, In Sunlight and in Shadow, and Winter’s Tale
substantially correspond to, respectively, Dante’s Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso. The author himself has
acknowledged his debt to Dante and references to the Comedy appear throughout his works. It is not that
Helprin’s novels track their Dantean antecedents slavishly, or even follow the structure of the Canticles
explicitly. Rather, the central arguments of Dante’s three works are taken up by Helprin in his novels. In
adopting Dante’s essentially Platonic doctrine of mediation, Helprin’s characters are fully instantiated human
beings who also mediate and reveal the divine.

In his engagement with Dante, Helprin affirms the core philosophical, theological and psychological
arguments of the Comedy, and then modifies those arguments in a distinctly modern way. Specifically,
Helprin focuses on human freedom as the necessary precondition for justice to exist, both for individuals and
for societies. In the final chapter of the book, the authors turn to Helprin’s Freddy and Fredericka. In this
novel, Helprin both assumes Dante’s argument, and then radically alters it, by pointing to the possibility of a
just regime on earth, rather than one that exists merely in heaven. While accepting much of Dante’s
metaphysical argument, Helprin shows the virtues of liberal democracy as that form of political regime that
is most able to unite human eros with eternal principles. In the end, Helprin’s novels are remarkable for the
way in which they advocate for ancient virtues, while insisting upon the distinctly modern liberal account of
human freedom as the necessary foundation for human flourishing.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Wegener:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Recollecting Dante's
Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars? Maybe it
is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Lois Bottoms:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because
just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need that Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of
Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars to read.

Gay Swiderski:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the
Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars reserve written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still skepticism Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark
Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars as good book not simply by the cover but also by
the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Henry Heath:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
named of book Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves
the Sun and the Other Stars. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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