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Liberty and freedom: Americans agree that these values are fundamental to our nation, but what do they
mean? How have their meanings changed through time? In this new volume of cultural history, David
Hackett Fischer shows how these varying ideas form an intertwined strand that runs through the core of
American life.
Fischer examines liberty and freedom not as philosophical or political abstractions, but as folkways and
popular beliefs deeply embedded in American culture. Tocqueville called them "habits of the heart." From
the earliest colonies, Americans have shared ideals of liberty and freedom, but with very different meanings.
Like DNA these ideas have transformed and recombined in each generation.
The book arose from Fischer's discovery that the words themselves had differing origins: the Latinate
"liberty" implied separation and independence. The root meaning of "freedom" (akin to "friend") connoted
attachment: the rights of belonging in a community of freepeople. The tension between the two senses has
been a source of conflict and creativity throughout American history.
Liberty & Freedom studies the folk history of those ideas through more than 400 visions, images, and
symbols. It begins with the American Revolution, and explores the meaning of New England's Liberty Tree,
Pennsylvania's Liberty Bells, Carolina's Liberty Crescent, and "Don't Tread on Me" rattlesnakes. In the new
republic, the search for a common American symbol gave new meaning to Yankee Doodle, Uncle Sam, Miss
Liberty, and many other icons. In the Civil War, Americans divided over liberty and freedom. Afterward,
new universal visions were invented by people who had formerly been excluded from a free society--African
Americans, American Indians, and immigrants. The twentieth century saw liberty and freedom tested by
enemies and contested at home, yet it brought the greatest outpouring of new visions, from Franklin
Roosevelt's Four Freedoms to Martin Luther King's "dream" to Janis Joplin's "nothin' left to lose."
Illustrated in full color with a rich variety of images, Liberty and Freedom is, literally, an eye-opening work
of history--stimulating, large-spirited, and ultimately, inspiring.
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From reader reviews:

Sara Love:

The book Liberty and Freedom: A Visual History of America's Founding Ideas (America: a cultural history)
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book Liberty and Freedom: A Visual History of America's Founding Ideas (America: a
cultural history) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available
and read a reserve Liberty and Freedom: A Visual History of America's Founding Ideas (America: a cultural
history). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this publication?

William Looney:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Liberty and Freedom:
A Visual History of America's Founding Ideas (America: a cultural history) book as basic and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Timothy Pace:

Liberty and Freedom: A Visual History of America's Founding Ideas (America: a cultural history) can be one
of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in
writing Liberty and Freedom: A Visual History of America's Founding Ideas (America: a cultural history)
however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of
crucial thinking.

Larry Luis:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that



on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Liberty and Freedom: A Visual History of America's Founding Ideas (America: a cultural history) can
make you experience more interested to read.
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