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Research physicians face intractable dilemmas when they consider introducing new medical procedures.
Innovations carry the promise of preventing or curing life-threatening diseases, but they can also lead to
injury or even death. How have clinical scientists made high-stakes decisions about undertaking human tests
of new medical treatments? In Lesser Harms, Sydney Halpern explores this issue as she examines vaccine
trials in America during the early and mid-twentieth century.

Today's scientists follow federal guidelines for research on human subjects developed during the 1960s and
1970s. But long before these government regulations, medical investigators observed informal rules when
conducting human research. They insisted that the dangers of natural disease should outweigh the risks of a
medical intervention, and they struggled to accurately assess the relative hazards. Halpern explores this logic
of risk in immunization controversies extending as far back as the eighteenth century. Then, focusing on the
period between 1930 and 1960, she shows how research physicians and their sponsors debated the moral
quandaries involved in moving vaccine use from the laboratory to the clinic.

This probing work vividly describes the efforts of clinical investigators to balance the benefits and dangers
of untested vaccines, to respond to popular sentiment about medical hazards, and to strategically present risk
laden research to sponsors and the public.

“Concise and extremely well-written. . . . A fascinating synthesis of sociology, history, and institutional
theory.”—Samuel C. Blackman, Journal of the American Medical Association
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Anderson:

This Lesser Harms: The Morality of Risk in Medical Research (Morality and Society Series) tend to be
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Lesser Harms: The
Morality of Risk in Medical Research (Morality and Society Series) can be one of the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock
your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Lesser Harms: The Morality of Risk in Medical Research
(Morality and Society Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel
in reading.

James Adcock:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Lesser Harms: The
Morality of Risk in Medical Research (Morality and Society Series) suitable to you? The particular book was
written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Lesser Harms: The Morality of Risk in Medical
Research (Morality and Society Series)is the main one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Pam Boyd:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your limited
time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be study. Lesser Harms:
The Morality of Risk in Medical Research (Morality and Society Series) can be your answer as it can be read
by you who have those short free time problems.

Mark Malek:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. On
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Lesser Harms: The Morality of Risk in Medical Research (Morality and Society Series) when
you required it?
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