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The provisional city is one of constant erasure and eruption. Through what Dana Cuff calls a "convulsive
urban act," developers both public and private demolish an urban site and disband its inhabitants, replacing it
with some vision of a better life that leaves no trace of the former structure. Architects bring their own
utopian dreams to the process. In this book, Cuff examines those convulsions through two underestimated
dimensions of architectural and urban form: scale and the politics of property. Scale is intimately tied to
degree of disruption: the larger a project's scale, the greater the upheaval. As both culture and geography,
real estate plays an equally significant role in urban formation.Focusing on Los Angeles, Cuff looks at urban
transformation through the architecture and land development of large-scale residential projects. She
demonstrates the inherent instability of very large sites. Having created perverse renditions of the very
problems they sought to solve, for example, public housing projects that underwent upheaval in the 1940s
and 1950s are doing so again.Cuff explores five cases that span the period from the 1930s, when federal
support for slum clearance and public housing caused convulsions near downtown, to a huge 1990s' mixed-
use development on one of Los Angeles's last remaining wetlands. The story takes us from the refined
modernist architecture of Richard Neutra to the self-conscious populism of the New Urbanism. The cases
illuminate the relationship of housing architecture to issues of race, class, urban design, geography, and
political ideology.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Snyder:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Provisional City:
Los Angeles Stories of Architecture and Urbanism (MIT Press). All type of book could you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Elvis Quinlan:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one with theme
for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Provisional City: Los Angeles Stories of Architecture and
Urbanism (MIT Press) is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

April Brooks:

The publication untitled The Provisional City: Los Angeles Stories of Architecture and Urbanism (MIT
Press) is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Provisional City: Los Angeles
Stories of Architecture and Urbanism (MIT Press) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.

Carolyn Scott:

The guide with title The Provisional City: Los Angeles Stories of Architecture and Urbanism (MIT Press)
contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.
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