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Talk-show confessions, online rants, stand-up routines, inspirational speeches, banal reflections and calls to
arms: we live in an age of solo voices demanding to be heard. In The Contemporary American Monologue
Eddie Paterson looks at the pioneering work of US artists Spalding Gray, Laurie Anderson, Anna Deavere
Smith and Karen Finley, and the development of solo performance in the US as a method of cultural and
political critique. Ironic confession, post-punk poetry, investigations of race and violence, and subversive
polemic, this book reveals the link between the rise of radical monologue in the late 20th century and history
of speechmaking, politics, civil rights, individual freedom and the American Dream in the United States. It
shows how US artists are speaking back to the cultural, political and economic forces that shape the world.

Eddie Paterson traces the importance of the monologue in Shakespeare, Brecht, Beckett, Chekov, Pinter,
ONeill and Williams, before offering a comprehensive analysis of several of the most influential and
innovative American practitioners of monologue performance.

The Contemporary American Monologue constitutes the first book-length account of US monologists that
links the tradition of oratory and speechmaking in the colony to the appearance of solo performance as a
distinctly American phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Hernandez:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Contemporary American Monologue: Performance
and Politics (Methuen Drama Engage) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suited book with you?

Lois Araiza:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Contemporary
American Monologue: Performance and Politics (Methuen Drama Engage). All type of book could you see
on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Irma Kellner:

This book untitled The Contemporary American Monologue: Performance and Politics (Methuen Drama
Engage) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you
can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this e-book from your list.

Mary Adams:

Why? Because this The Contemporary American Monologue: Performance and Politics (Methuen Drama
Engage) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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