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Today, the statement that Anglicans are fond of the Fathers and keen on patristic studies looks like a
platitude. Like many platitudes, it is much less obvious than one might think. Indeed, it has a long and
complex history. Jean-Louis Quantin shows how, between the Reformation and the last years of the
Restoration, the rationale behind the Church of England's reliance on the Fathers as authorities on doctrinal
controversies, changed significantly. Elizabethan
divines, exactly like their Reformed counterparts on the Continent, used the Church Fathers to vindicate the
Reformation from Roman Catholic charges of novelty, but firmly rejected the authority of tradition. They
stressed that, on all questions controverted, there was simply no consensus of the Fathers.
Beginning with the 'avant-garde conformists' of early Stuart England, the reference to antiquity became more
and more prominent in the construction of a new confessional identity, in contradistinction both to Rome and
to Continental Protestants, which, by 1680, may fairly be called 'Anglican'. English divines now gave to
patristics the very highest of missions. In that late age of Christianity - so the idea ran - now that charisms
had been withdrawn and miracles had ceased, the exploration of
ancient texts was the only reliable route to truth. As the identity of the Church of England was thus
redefined, its past was reinvented. This appeal to the Fathers boosted the self-confidence of the English
clergy and helped them to surmount the crises of the 1650s and 1680s. But it also undermined
the orthodoxy that it was supposed to support.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Dolin:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this The Church of England and Christian Antiquity: The Construction of a
Confessional Identity in the 17th Century (Oxford-Warburg Studies).

William Kelley:

The book The Church of England and Christian Antiquity: The Construction of a Confessional Identity in the
17th Century (Oxford-Warburg Studies) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Church of England
and Christian Antiquity: The Construction of a Confessional Identity in the 17th Century (Oxford-Warburg
Studies) for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a
guide The Church of England and Christian Antiquity: The Construction of a Confessional Identity in the
17th Century (Oxford-Warburg Studies). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Catherine Lyons:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book The Church of England and Christian Antiquity: The
Construction of a Confessional Identity in the 17th Century (Oxford-Warburg Studies) had been making you
to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The e-book The Church of England and Christian Antiquity: The Construction of a Confessional Identity in
the 17th Century (Oxford-Warburg Studies) is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship using the book The Church of England and Christian Antiquity: The Construction of a
Confessional Identity in the 17th Century (Oxford-Warburg Studies). You never sense lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Sarah Lopez:

The reserve with title The Church of England and Christian Antiquity: The Construction of a Confessional
Identity in the 17th Century (Oxford-Warburg Studies) posesses a lot of information that you can learn it.



You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be
aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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