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"The history of the sword is the history of humanity." With these words, British author, Victorian scholar,
and world traveler Richard Burton begins his eloquent and exceptionally erudite history of the "Queen of
Weapons."
Spanning the centuries and a wide range of cultures, Burton's rich and elegant prose illuminates the sword as
both armament and potent symbol. For nearly all peoples of the world, the sword embodied the spirit of
chivalry, symbolized justice and martyrdom and represented courage and freedom. In battle, it served
universally as a deadly offensive weapon.
Drawing on a wealth of literary, archaeological, anthropological, linguistic, and other sources, the author
traces the sword's origins, from its birth as a charred and sharpened stick, through its diverse stages of
development, to its full growth in the early Roman Empire. Recounting man's long association with this
weapon, the author describes in brilliant detail:
The ages of wood, bone and born
The appearance of stone swords and exotic weapons such as the boomerang
The ages of copper and alloys such as bronze and brass — used in producing the long, narrow blades of
rapiers
The Iron Age during which the Viking sword of carbonized iron took shape — a weapon whose form would
set the standard for the next thousand years.
Enhanced by nearly 300 excellent line drawings, the text provides an incredible wealth of detailed data about
the sword and its variations: sabre, broadsword, cutlass, scimitar, rapier, foil, and a host of other arms,
including dirks, daggers, throwing knives, flails, and much more.
Military and social historians, scholars and students of weaponry, as well as armchair adventurers will find
this volume a fascinating, abundantly illustrated and highly readable account of this potent symbol of power.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Book of the Sword: With
293 Illustrations (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor). All type of book could you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Ronnie Miller:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Book of the Sword: With 293 Illustrations (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Book of the Sword: With 293 Illustrations (Dover
Military History, Weapons, Armor) giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Cheryl Estrella:

You can find this The Book of the Sword: With 293 Illustrations (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor)
by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Ryan Barrett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Book of the Sword: With 293
Illustrations (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor).
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