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The spiritual and religious beliefs and practices of Native Americans and African Americans have long been
sources of fascination and curiosity, owing to their marked difference from the religious traditions of white
writers and researchers. Matter, Magic, and Spirit explores the ways religious and magical beliefs of Native
Americans and African Americans have been represented in a range of discourses including anthropology,
comparative religion, and literature. Though these beliefs were widely dismissed as primitive superstition
and inferior to "higher" religions like Christianity, distinctions were still made between the supposed
spiritual capacities of the different groups.

David Murray's analysis is unique in bringing together Indian and African beliefs and their representations.
First tracing the development of European ideas about both African fetishism and Native American
"primitive belief," he goes on to explore the ways in which the hierarchies of race created by white
Europeans coincided with hierarchies of religion as expressed in the developing study of comparative
religion and folklore through the nineteenth century. Crucially this comparative approach to practices that
were dismissed as conjure or black magic or Indian "medicine" points as well to the importance of their
cultural and political roles in their own communities at times of destructive change.

Murray also explores the ways in which Indian and African writers later reformulated the models developed
by white observers, as demonstrated through the work of Charles Chesnutt and Simon Pokagon and then in
the later conjunctions of modernism and ethnography in the 1920s and 1930s, through the work of Zora
Neale Hurston, Zitkala Sa, and others. Later sections demonstrate how contemporary writers including
Ishmael Reed and Leslie Silko deal with the revaluation of traditional beliefs as spiritual resources against a
background of New Age spirituality and postmodern conceptions of racial and ethnic identity.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Riddle:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Matter, Magic, and Spirit: Representing Indian and
African American Belief as the daily resource information.

Charlotte Womble:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Matter, Magic, and
Spirit: Representing Indian and African American Belief suitable to you? The particular book was written by
well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Matter, Magic, and Spirit: Representing Indian and
African American Beliefis the one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
know the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Benjamin Munk:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Matter, Magic, and Spirit: Representing Indian and African American Belief provide you
with new experience in reading a book.

Jane Pelley:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books
in the top record in your reading list is Matter, Magic, and Spirit: Representing Indian and African American
Belief. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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