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Early modern governments constantly faced the challenge of reconciling their own authority with the will of
God. Most acknowledged that an individual's first loyalty must be to God's law, but were understandably
reluctant to allow this as an excuse to challenge their own powers where interpretations differed. As such,
contemporaries gave much thought to how this potentially destabilising situation could be reconciled,
preserving secular authority without compromising conscience. In this book, the particular relationship
between the Tudor supremacy over the Church and the hermeneutics of discerning God's will is highlighted
and explored. This topic is addressed by considering defences of the Henrician and Elizabethan royal
supremacies over the English church, with particular reference to the thoughts and writings of Christopher
St. German, and Richard Hooker.

Both of these men were in broad agreement that it was the responsibility of English Christians to subordinate
their subjective understandings of God's will to the interpretation of God's will propounded by the church
authorities. St. German originally put forward the proposition that king in parliament, as the voice of the
community of Christians in England, was authorized to definitively pronounce regarding God's will; and that
obedience to the crown was in all circumstances commensurate with obedience to God's will. Salvation, as
envisioned by St. German and Hooker, was thus not dependent upon adherence to a single true faith. Rather
it was conditional upon a sincere effort to try to discern the true faith using the means that God had made
available to the individual, particularly the collective wisdom of one's church speaking through its
representatives.

In tackling this fascinating dichotomy at the heart of early modern government, this study emphasizes an
aspect of the defence of royal supremacy that has not heretofore been sufficiently appreciated by modern
scholars, and invites consideration of how this aspect of hermeneutics is relevant to wider discussions
relating to the nature of secular and divine authority.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Ring:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Defending Royal Supremacy
and Discerning God's Will in Tudor England (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) which is keeping
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Amanda Kline:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
list in your reading list is actually Defending Royal Supremacy and Discerning God's Will in Tudor England
(St Andrews Studies in Reformation History). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get
many advantages.

Jenny Perez:

You may get this Defending Royal Supremacy and Discerning God's Will in Tudor England (St Andrews
Studies in Reformation History) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could
to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just
like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Mary Kidd:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Defending Royal Supremacy and Discerning God's
Will in Tudor England (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) as well as others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to include
their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Defending Royal Supremacy and
Discerning God's Will in Tudor England (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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