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Why do leaders of countries opt to sign on to international institutions that constrain their freedom to enact
domestic policy? In this book, Leonardo Baccini and Johannes Urpelainen address this enduring question of
international relations by looking at liberal economic reforms.

During the past two decades, governments across the developing world have implemented many liberal
economic reforms that reduce direct state intervention in different industries, for example with regard to
intellectual property rights and privatization. While failure to implement them can have disastrous economic
and political consequences, liberal economic reforms have also provoked intense political controversy
domestically. Baccini and Urpelainen argue that international institutions help to cut this Gordian knot by
allowing leaders to credibly commit to liberal policies while also creating domestic political support for
reform. The book takes a comparative look at developing countries that have engaged in treaties with the
United States and European Union to develop a full theory of when and how leaders enter into international
institutions to effect economic reform.

Cutting the Gordian Knot of Economic Reform is the first work to provide a theory on the design of
international institutions, the circumstances that cause leaders to form international institutions, and the
effects of international institutions on economic reform.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Tandy:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Cutting the Gordian Knot of Economic Reform: When and How International
Institutions Help, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Edith Stewart:

The reserve with title Cutting the Gordian Knot of Economic Reform: When and How International
Institutions Help posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read
this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition
of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Ronald Johnson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Cutting the Gordian Knot of Economic Reform: When and
How International Institutions Help why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Charline Bynum:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually Cutting the Gordian Knot of Economic Reform: When and How
International Institutions Help. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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