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Beliefs and Blasphemies exhibits the same qualities--accessibility, deep feeling, wisdom, humor, and
technical brilliance--that made Virginia Hamilton Adair's first collection of poems, Ants on the Melon, into a
bestseller and a literary landmark. Here Mrs. Adair devotes her attention to a single theme, religion, but in
her brilliant performance the theme's variations turn out to be wide and deep--from reverence to iconoclasm,
from comedy to profundity, from joy to lament. If you are looking for Hallmark platitudes or E-Z faith, look
elsewhere.

In "Saving the Songs," for example, we reconsider Martin Luther's penchant for recycling barroom tunes into
hymns: "Said Luther of the singing in saloons,/'Why should the devil have the choicest tunes?'" More
soberly, in "The Reassem-blage," we are asked to test the extremes of the Christian version of the hereafter--
"one a verdict brutal beyond imagination,/the other by most reports an eternity of boredom"--against our
hearts' hopes. The conclusion? "Some myths are too terrible for our believing." "Goddesses First" muses
about the primacy of female deities in many religious myths. "Choosing" uses the poet's virtual blindness to
explain her celebration of the only distinction her "frail vision can discern": the literal difference between
night and day. Zen temples and the chapel at a state mental hospital, animism and meditation, whores and
angels--this curious, witty, and compassionate sensibility encompasses them all.
Virginia Hamilton Adair is a uniquely American poet--restless in her lyrical investigations, hopeful and
honest, rigorous in her formal accomplishments, spontaneous in her emotions. Beliefs and Blasphemies will
appeal to anyone who has ever thought about first things or final things--anyone who enjoys speculating
about how we got here and where we're going--and it will reconfirm its author's stature as a national treasure.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Leigh Brown:

The book untitled Beliefs and Blasphemies: A Collection of Poems is the e-book that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of Beliefs and Blasphemies: A Collection of Poems from the publisher to make you far
more enjoy free time.

John Ma:

Beliefs and Blasphemies: A Collection of Poems can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Beliefs and
Blasphemies: A Collection of Poems although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Monica Bonner:

This Beliefs and Blasphemies: A Collection of Poems is great book for you because the content which is full
of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Beliefs
and Blasphemies: A Collection of Poems in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this book
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?

Ethel Swafford:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the
book Beliefs and Blasphemies: A Collection of Poems we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Beliefs and Blasphemies: A Collection of
Poems. You can more attractive than now.
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