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Accounting for Oneself is a major new study of the social order in early modern England, as viewed and
articulated from the bottom up. Engaging with how people from across the social spectrum placed
themselves within the social order, it pieces together the language of self-description deployed by over
13,500 witnesses in English courts when answering questions designed to assess their creditworthiness.
Spanning the period between 1550 and 1728, and with
a broad geographical coverage, this study explores how men and women accounted for their 'worth' and
described what they did for a living at differing points in the life-cycle. A corrective to top-down, male-
centric accounts of the social order penned by elite observers, the perspective from below testifies
to an intricate hierarchy based on sophisticated forms of social reckoning that were articulated throughout the
social scale. A culture of appraisal was central to the competitive processes whereby people judged their own
and others' social positions. For the majority it was not land that was the yardstick of status but moveable
property-the goods and chattels in people's possession ranging from livestock to linens, tools to trading
goods, tables to tubs, clothes to cushions. Such items were
repositories of wealth and the security for the credit on which the bulk of early modern exchange depended.

Accounting for Oneself also sheds new light on women's relationship to property, on gendered divisions of
labour, and on early modern understandings of work which were linked as much to having as to getting a
living. The view from below was not unchanging, but bears witness to the profound impact of widening
social inequality that opened up a chasm between the middle ranks and the labouring poor between the mid-
sixteenth and mid-seventeenth centuries. As a result,
not only was the social hierarchy distorted beyond recognition, from the later-seventeenth century there was
also a gradual yet fundamental reworking of the criteria informing the calculus of esteem.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in
Early Modern England. Try to face the book Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in
Early Modern England as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Janette Collins:

The experience that you get from Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early
Modern England is the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Accounting for Oneself: Worth,
Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern England giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this e-
book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this kind of Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern
England instantly.

Kimberly Lunceford:

Typically the book Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern England
has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by
the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Karen Huff:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Accounting
for Oneself: Worth, Status, and the Social Order in Early Modern England.
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