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Every modern democratic state imprisons thousands of offenders every year, depriving them of their liberty,
causing them a great deal of psychological and sometimes physical harm. Relationships are destroyed, jobs
are lost, the risk of the offender being harmed by other offenders is increased and all at great expense to the
state.

How can this brutal and costly enterprise be justified? Traditionally, philosophers answering this question
have argued either that the punishment of wrongdoers is a good in itself (retributivism), or that it is a
regrettable means to a valuable end, such as the deterrence of future wrongdoing, and thus justifiable on
consequentialist grounds. This book offers a critical examination of those theories and advances a new
argument for punishment's justification, calling it the 'duty view'. On this
view, the permission to punish offenders is grounded in the duties that they incur in virtue of their
wrongdoing. The most important duties that ground the justification of punishment are the duty to recognize
that the offender has done wrong and the duty to protect others against wrongdoing. In the
light of these duties the state has a permission to punish offenders to ensure that they recognize that what
they have done is wrong, but also to protect others from crime.

In contrast to other justifications of punishment grounded in deterrence, the duty view is developed in the
light of a non-consequentialist moral theory: a theory which endorses constraints on the pursuit of the good.
It is shown that it is normally wrong to harm a person as a means to pursue a greater good. However, there
are exceptions to this principle in cases where the person harmed has an enforceable duty to pursue the good.
The implications of this idea are explored both in the context
of self-defence, and then in the context of punishment. Through the systematic exploration of the relationship
between self-defence and punishment, the book makes significant progress in defending a plausible set of
non-consequentialist moral principles that justify the punishment of wrongdoers, and
marks a significant contribution to the philosophical literature on punishment.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Bourg:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal
Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy Series) as your daily resource information.

Ryan Moore:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy Series).

Travis Davis:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large amount
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is usually The Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal
Philosophy Series).

Gail Blakely:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Ends of Harm: The Moral
Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy Series) to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book
to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the book The Ends of Harm: The Moral
Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy Series) can to be a newly purchased friend when



you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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