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In a world of extreme makeovers, this book is a thoughtful, adventure-filled, witty look at what the
space we live in says about us, the pleasures of home renovation projects great and small, and how
home renovation can change our lives.

Few things define us as powerfully as the place where we live. The size and location of a house may reveal
basic facts about our financial or social status, but it is the personal touches -- a paint color or a homemade
desk -- that reflect our aspirations, our tastes, our secret desires.

In Sheetrock & Shellac, David Owen recounts his renovation and home construction projects in small-town
Connecticut -- from catching the home improvement bug while watching workmen replacing a leaky roof to
his first tentative foray into DIY (successfully building an enclosure for a bathroom radiator that had "turned
into a sort of low-tech factory for converting splattered urine into odor and dust"). As his skill grows, so does
his confidence: replacing a broken light switch turns into wiring an entire room, making bookcases is
followed by building an office. Some of the more overly imaginative projects -- for instance, an ambition to
install sinks and hot and cold faucets in all the rooms of the house -- never come to fruition but are
amusingly recounted for other intrepid home designers.

Owen's two-hundred-year-old farmhouse provides numerous occasions for home improvement projects, and
layers (literally) of fascination. Owen quickly learns the hard way when to tackle a project himself and when
to turn for help. But soon he's so comfortable with the undertaking that he decides to take the big leap from
renovation to building a completely new home from the ground up. In this case, Owen decides to build a
weekend cabin a mere six miles away from his home. From a discourse on kitchen countertop materials to
the complete history of concrete, to a near-disastrous mishap with a tree, a newly constructed roof, and an
overzealous chainsaw, Owen's journey through home designing and building proves both enthrallingly
educating and hilariously detailed.

New Yorker writer Owen's engaging narrative, filled with a wealth of practical information, hands-on tips,
and canny insights, explores the ways in which the human processes of construction and renovation leave all
the parties transformed. More than a simple how-to, Sheetrock & Shellac is a why-to, a wellspring of savvy
advice and encouragement for anyone who has ever contemplated changing their surroundings and changing
their life.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Armstrong:

The book Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and Science of Home Improvement
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make reading through a book Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art
and Science of Home Improvement for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
wide open and read a e-book Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and Science of
Home Improvement. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Mia Shaw:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art
and Science of Home Improvement, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Harley Campbell:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's
Guide to the Art and Science of Home Improvement can give you a lot of close friends because by you
checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and Science of Home
Improvement.

William Looney:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide
to the Art and Science of Home Improvement was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and Science of Home Improvement has
many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it



offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
this.
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