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"A unique book. . . . al-Azm sought to strip Arab thought of its belief in fate and folk tales and superstition. .
. . He told his people the sort of truths that outsiders are too embarrassed to tell, even when they were
themselves able to see these truths."—Fouad Ajami

The 1967 War—which led to the defeat of Syria, Jordan, and Egypt by Israel—felt like an unprecedented
and unimaginable disaster for the Arab world at the time. For many, the easiest solution was to shift the
blame and to ignore some of the glaring defects of Arab society.

Hailed as one of the foremost Arab intellectuals of recent decades, Sadik al-Azm was one of the few to
challenge such a view in his seminal Self-Criticism After the Defeat. In it, he offered a penetrating analysis
that probed deep into Arab society, and reasoned that Arabs had to embrace democracy, gender equality, and
science to achieve progress.

Self-Criticism After the Defeat represents a milestone in modern Arab intellectual history. It marked a
turning point in Arab discourse about society and politics on publication in 1968, and spawned other
intellectual ventures into Arab self-criticism. This is the first translation of the work into English.

Born in Damascus in 1934, Sadik al-Azm is professor emeritus of modern European philosophy at the
University of Damascus, Syria. He earned his PhD (1961) from Yale University, and was visiting professor
in the department of near Eastern studies at Princeton University until 2008.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Self-Criticism After the Defeat.

Kevin Burkes:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Self-Criticism After the Defeat can be the
solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time
by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Randy Johnson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Self-Criticism After the Defeat was vibrant and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Self-Criticism After the Defeat has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.

Amanda Doss:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Self-Criticism After the Defeat to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and
reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it.
Beside that the e-book Self-Criticism After the Defeat can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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