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What is a human right? How can we tell whether a proposed human right really is one? How do we establish
the content of particular human rights, and how do we resolve conflicts between them? These are pressing
guestions for philosophers, political theorists, jurisprudents, international lawyers, and activists. James
Griffin offers answersin his compelling new investigation of the foundations of human rights.

First, On Human Rights traces the idea of a natural right from its origin in the late Middle Ages, when the
rights were seen as deriving from natural laws, through the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when the
origina theological background was progressively dropped and 'natural law' emptied of most of its original
meaning. By the end of the Enlightenment, the term 'human rights' (droits de I'homme) appeared, marking
the purge of the theological background. But the

Enlightenment, in putting nothing in its place, left us with an unsatisfactory, incomplete idea of a human
right.

Griffin shows how the language of human rights has become debased. There are scarcely any accepted
criteria, either in the academic or the public sphere, for correct use of the term. He takes on the task of
showing the way towards a determinate concept of human rights, based on their relation to the human status
that we all share. He works from certain paradigm cases, such as freedom of expression and freedom of
worship, to more disputed cases such as welfare rights - for instance the idea of a

human right to health. His goal is a substantive account of human rights - an account with enough content to
tell us whether proposed rights really are rights. Griffin emphasizes the practical as well as theoretical
urgency of this goal: as the United Nations recognized in 1948 with its Universa

Declaration, the idea of human rights has considerable power to improve the lot of humanity around the
world.

We can't do without the idea of human rights, and we need to get clear about it. It is our job now - the job of

this book - to influence and develop the unsettled discourse of human rights so as to complete the incomplete
idea.
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From reader reviews:
Robert McKay:

What do you about book? It is hot important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
gpare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guarderia until university need this On Human Rights to read.

Margaret Honig:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books
but if you want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the
On Human Rightsis kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Rick Fountain:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love On Human Rights, itis
possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang typeisit?
Oh serioudly its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Annmarie Windham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And aso you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update regarding something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
are these claims On Human Rights.
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