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Spain and Portugal have recently adopted European-style democratic and political systems. Yet their pattern
of historical development is distinctive and, in many respects, their political systems still reflect unique
features. In this provocative text Wiard and Mott analyze the special features of Spanish history: the Catholic
tradition, seven centuries of Moorish rule, the Christian Reconquest, and the special nature of Spanish
feudalism and nationalism. Building on these foundations, the authors analyze Spanish and Portuguese
modern history, the regimes of Franco and Salazar, and the recent transitions to democracy. Successive
chapters deal with class structure and interest groups, political parties and elections, the structure of the state
and state-society relations, regional politics, and patterns of public policy.

While becoming more European socially, culturally, and politically, these two Iberian political systems show
also some remarkable continuities with the past, including notions of organic democracy, neocorporatism,
and tensions between regionalism and centralism, democracy and authoritarianism, and religiousity and
secularism. Students and scholars involved with European politics, comparative politics, Iberian Studies, and
transitions to democracy will find this an accessible and provocative analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Lockwood:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Catholic Roots and
Democratic Flowers: Political Systems in Spain and Portugal.

Kathleen King:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Catholic Roots and Democratic
Flowers: Political Systems in Spain and Portugal, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Virgie Tauber:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely Catholic Roots and Democratic Flowers: Political Systems in
Spain and Portugal. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Virginia Johnson:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book Catholic
Roots and Democratic Flowers: Political Systems in Spain and Portugal. You can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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