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This book focuses on middle-class urban women as participants in new forms of consumer culture. Within
the special world of the department store, women found themselves challenged to resist the enticements of
consumption. Many succumbed, buying both what they needed and what they desired, but also stealing what
seemed so readily available. Pitted against these middle-class women were the management, detectives, and
clerks of the department stores. Abelson argues that in the interest of concealing this darker side of
consumerism, women of the middle class, but not those of the working class, were allowed to shoplift and
plead incapacitating illness--kleptomania. The invention of kleptomania by psychiatrists and the adoption of
this ideology of feminine weakness by retailers, newspapers, the general public, the accused women
themselves, and even the courts reveals the way in which a gender analysis allowed proponents of consumer
capitalism to mask its contradictions.
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From reader reviews:

Clyde Harlan:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take When Ladies Go A-Thieving: Middle-Class
Shoplifters in the Victorian Department Store as your daily resource information.

Allison Sala:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept When Ladies
Go A-Thieving: Middle-Class Shoplifters in the Victorian Department Store suitable to you? The actual
book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled When Ladies Go A-Thieving:
Middle-Class Shoplifters in the Victorian Department Storeis a single of several books which everyone read
now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Vicky Penn:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.
The When Ladies Go A-Thieving: Middle-Class Shoplifters in the Victorian Department Store will give you
a new experience in reading through a book.

Willie Grajeda:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the When Ladies Go A-Thieving: Middle-Class Shoplifters in the Victorian
Department Store when you necessary it?
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