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Vague words, like "tall," "rich," and "old," lack clear boundaries of application: no clear line divides the tall
people from the above average, or the old people from the middle-aged. Because they lack clear boundaries,
these ordinary words cause logical and semantic problems in various disciplines including philosophy,
decision theory, and the law. Philosophers and linguists have proposed several theories of vagueness to
handle these difficulties, but none has been widely accepted.

Raffman contends that virtually all previous treatments of vagueness have made two crucial mistakes: they
have supposed that a semantic (non-epistemic) theory must abandon bivalence, and they have paid
insufficient attention to the character of ordinary speech using vague words. She develops a new theory of
vagueness-the multiple range theory-that corrects both of these errors. The new theory begins with the
observation that ordinary speakers seem to apply vague words in multiple arbitrarily different but equally
competent ways, even when all contextual factors are held fixed. Raffman interprets this feature of their use
as evidence of multiple ranges of application in the semantics of vague words, where a range of application
is a range of properties whose instances satisfy the word in question; for example, a range of application of
"tall" is a range of heights, a range of "old" a range of ages, and so forth. The fundamental idea is that a
vague word has multiple ranges of application, and applies to things relative to those ranges, even given a
single fixed context. The fact that the ranges of a vague word are arbitrarily different-there is no reason to
favor any particular one-is key to solving the notorious sorites paradox.

The multiple range theory preserves bivalence and is more intuitive than other approaches. It is also simpler;
for instance, it has no need of a definiteness operator, and it rules out the possibility of higher-order
borderline cases, both of which introduce severe complications into other accounts. Some of the evidence
Raffman draws upon in constructing her theory comes from a new psychological study of the way ordinary
speakers actually use vague words.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Spangler:

The e-book untitled Unruly Words: A Study of Vague Language is the reserve that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Unruly Words: A Study of Vague Language from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Douglas Dossett:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Unruly Words: A Study
of Vague Language which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Chris Barrentine:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Unruly Words: A Study of Vague Language. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Matthew Hansen:

You can find this Unruly Words: A Study of Vague Language by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing
or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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