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The Political Brain is a groundbreaking investigation into the role of emotion in determining the political life
of the nation. For two decades Drew Westen, professor of psychology and psychiatry at Emory University,
has explored a theory of the mind that differs substantially from the more "dispassionate" notions held by
most cognitive psychologists, political scientists, and economists—and Democratic campaign strategists. The
idea of the mind as a cool calculator that makes decisions by weighing the evidence bears no relation to how
the brain actually works. When political candidates assume voters dispassionately make decisions based on
"the issues," they lose. That's why only one Democrat has been re-elected to the presidency since Franklin
Roosevelt—and only one Republican has failed in that quest.

In politics, when reason and emotion collide, emotion invariably wins. Elections are decided in the
marketplace of emotions, a marketplace filled with values, images, analogies, moral sentiments, and moving
oratory, in which logic plays only a supporting role. Westen shows, through a whistle-stop journey through
the evolution of the passionate brain and a bravura tour through fifty years of American presidential and
national elections, why campaigns succeed and fail. The evidence is overwhelming that three things
determine how people vote, in this order: their feelings toward the parties and their principles, their feelings
toward the candidates, and, if they haven't decided by then, their feelings toward the candidates' policy
positions.

Westen turns conventional political analyses on their head, suggesting that the question for Democratic
politics isn't so much about moving to the right or the left but about moving the electorate. He shows how it
can be done through examples of what candidates have said—or could have said—in debates, speeches, and
ads. Westen's discoveries could utterly transform electoral arithmetic, showing how a different view of the
mind and brain leads to a different way of talking with voters about issues that have tied the tongues of
Democrats for much of forty years—such as abortion, guns, taxes, and race. You can't change the structure
of the brain. But you can change the way you appeal to it. And here's how…
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Nielson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Political Brain: The Role of
Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of
best book or appropriate book with you?

David Barr:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Political Brain: The
Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Political Brain: The Role of Emotion in Deciding
the Fate of the Nationis the one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise
the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see
the represented of the world with this book.

Dustin Broach:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Political Brain: The
Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Shannon Thompson:

The book untitled The Political Brain: The Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
written by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it.
Have a nice go through.
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