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This book is about a sacred place called Balkh, known to the ancient Greeks as Bactra. Located in the north
of today's Afghanistan, along the silk road, Balkh was holy to many. The Prophet Zoroaster is rumoured to
have died here, and during late antiquity, Balkh was the home of the Naw Bah?r, a famed Buddhist temple
and monastery. By the tenth century, Balkh had become a critical centre of Islamic learning and early poetry
in the New Persian language that grew
after the Islamic conquests and continues to be spoken in Iran, Afghanistan and parts of Central Asia today.
In this book, Arezou Azad provides the first in-depth study of the sacred sites and landscape of medieval
Balkh, which continues to exemplify age-old sanctity in the Persian-speaking world and the eastern lands of
Islam generally. Azad focuses on the five centuries from the Islamic conquests in the eighth century to just
before the arrival of the Mongols in the thirteenth century, the crucial period in the emergence of Perso-
Islamic historiography and Islamic legal thought. The book traces the
development of 'sacred landscape', the notion that a place has a sensory meaning, as distinct from a purely
topographical space. This opens up new possibilities for our understanding of Islamisation in the eastern
Islamic lands, and specifically the transition from Buddhism to Islam. Azad offers a
new look at the medieval local history of Balkh, the Fa???il-i Balkh, and analyses its creation of a sacred
landscape for Balkh. In doing so, she provides a compelling example of how the sacredness of a place is
perpetuated through narratives, irrespective of the dominant religion or religious strand of the time.
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From reader reviews:

James Ponce:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Sacred Landscape in Medieval Afghanistan:
Revisiting the Fa???il-i Balkh (Oxford Oriental Monographs) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Beth Stewart:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Sacred Landscape in Medieval Afghanistan: Revisiting the Fa???il-i Balkh (Oxford Oriental
Monographs) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not
known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then
become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Sacred
Landscape in Medieval Afghanistan: Revisiting the Fa???il-i Balkh (Oxford Oriental Monographs) giving
you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better
life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

James Fitzgibbons:

Sacred Landscape in Medieval Afghanistan: Revisiting the Fa???il-i Balkh (Oxford Oriental Monographs)
can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because
this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Sacred Landscape in Medieval Afghanistan: Revisiting the Fa???il-i Balkh (Oxford
Oriental Monographs) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Carol Ramirez:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see



colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Sacred Landscape in Medieval Afghanistan: Revisiting the Fa???il-i
Balkh (Oxford Oriental Monographs) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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