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In Rituals of Resistance Jason R. Young explores the religious and ritual practices that linked West-Central
Africa with the Lowcountry region of Georgia and South Carolina during the era of slavery. The choice of
these two sites mirrors the historical trajectory of the transatlantic slave trade which, for centuries,
transplanted Kongolese captives to the Lowcountry through the ports of Charleston and Savannah.
Analyzing the historical exigencies of slavery and the slave trade that sent not only men and women but also
cultural meanings, signs, symbols, and patterns across the Atlantic, Young argues that religion operated as a
central form of resistance against slavery and the ideological underpinnings that supported it.

Through a series of comparative chapters on Christianity, ritual medicine, burial practices, and
transmigration, Young details the manner in which Kongolese people, along with their contemporaries and
their progeny who were enslaved in the Americas, utilized religious practices to resist the savagery of the
slave trade and slavery itself. When slaves acted outside accepted parameters—in transmigration, spirit
possession, ritual internment, and conjure—Young explains, they attacked not only the condition of being a
slave, but also the systems of modernity and scientific rationalism that supported slavery. In effect, he
argues, slave spirituality played a crucial role in the resocialization of the slave body and behavior away
from the oppressions and brutalities of the master class. Young's work expands traditional scholarship on
slavery to include both the extensive work done by African historians and current interdisciplinary debates in
cultural studies, anthropology, and literature.

Drawing on a wide range of primary sources from both American and African archives, including slave
autobiography, folktales, and material culture, Rituals of Resistance offers readers a nuanced understanding
of the cultural and religious connections that linked blacks in Africa with their enslaved contemporaries in
the Americas. Moreover, Young's groundbreaking work gestures toward broader themes and connections,
using the case of the Kongo and the Lowcountry to articulate the development of a much larger African
Atlantic space that connected peoples, cultures, languages, and lives on and across the ocean's waters.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Anderson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Rituals of Resistance: African Atlantic
Religion in Kongo and the Lowcountry South in the Era of Slavery. All type of book are you able to see on
many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Alan Sours:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Rituals of Resistance:
African Atlantic Religion in Kongo and the Lowcountry South in the Era of Slavery is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Edward Lott:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Rituals of Resistance: African Atlantic Religion in Kongo and the Lowcountry South in the Era of Slavery.

Willa Killeen:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
study. Rituals of Resistance: African Atlantic Religion in Kongo and the Lowcountry South in the Era of
Slavery can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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