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Francis Watkins was an eminent figure in his field of mathematical and optical instrument making in mid-
eighteenth century London. Working from original documents, Brian Gee has uncovered the life and times of
an optical instrument maker, who - at first glance - was not among the most prominent in his field. In fact,
because Francis Watkins came from a landed background, the diversification of his assets enabled him to
weather particular business storms - discussed in this book - where colleagues without such an economic
cushion, were pushed into bankruptcy or forced to emigrate. He played an important role in one of the most
significant legal cases to touch this profession, namely the patenting of the achromatic lens in telescopes.
The book explains Watkins's origins, and how and why he was drawn into partnership with the famous
Dollond firm, who at that point were Huguenot incomers. The patent for the achromatic telescope has never
been satisfactorily explained in the literature, and the author has gone back to the original legal documents,
never before consulted. He teases out the problems, lays out the evidence, and comes to some interesting
new conclusions, showing the Dollonds as hard-headed and ruthless businessmen, ultimately extremely
successful. The latter part of the book accounts for the successors of Francis Watkins, and their decline after
over a century of successful business in central London.
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From reader reviews:

Georgetta Watson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Francis Watkins and the Dollond Telescope Patent
Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945). Try to the actual book Francis Watkins and the
Dollond Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945) as your good friend.
It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Christian Robbins:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress from
both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes. People is
human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can
be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is actually Francis
Watkins and the Dollond Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945).

James McFarland:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Francis Watkins and the Dollond
Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945), it is possible to enjoy both. It
is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Christopher Decker:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Francis Watkins and the Dollond
Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945) guide written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still skepticism Francis Watkins and the Dollond Telescope Patent Controversy
(Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945) as good book not only by the cover but also with the content.
This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth



sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.
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