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Building Co-operation traces the development of The Co-operative Group and its predecessor, the Co-
operative Wholesale Society (CWS), over the course of 150 years.

Born from the efforts of the Rochdale Pioneers and others who established successful consumer co-
operatives across Britain in the mid-nineteenth century, by the 1860s the proponents of the CWS were ready
to pioneer a new effort: a federation, democratically run and collectively owned, that would enable co-
operatives to become their own suppliers. From humble origins, the CWS grew into one of Britain's largest
businesses within a generation, pioneering modern retailing and distribution on a
national scale, expanding into factory production and financial services, and establishing an international
supply network that stretched across Europe, and beyond. Throughout the late nineteenth century and well
into the twentieth, co-operative societies provided essential services to millions of
members across Britain, ranging from food and clothing to banking, insurance, travel agency, pharmacy and
even funeral services.

However, in the second half of the twentieth century co-operatives experienced a protracted period of
decline, facing a series of internal structural challenges, fierce competition amongst food retailers, and a
rapidly-changing marketplace. By the turn of the twenty-first century, when many commentators were ready
to consign co-operatives to the past, The Co-operative Group emerged with a revitalised business model that
has helped to re-invigorate the British co-operative sector and bring new
attention to the important role of co-operative and mutual enterprises worldwide.

Based on extensive archival research, including many records available to historians for the first time,
Building Co-operation is the story of a distinctive business model as it evolved over time. While since the
inauguration of the CWS in 1863 the commercial landscape has changed nearly beyond recognition, the
values at the heart of The Co-operative Group have remained relevant to succeeding generations, focusing on
member benefits and a commitment to ethical trading.
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From reader reviews:

Cora Gallien:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Building Co-operation: A
Business History of The Co-operative Group, 1863-2013 book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Carrie Wilson:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Building Co-operation: A
Business History of The Co-operative Group, 1863-2013 book as this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Patrick Oneil:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the park. They
actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own free
time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the
reserve untitled Building Co-operation: A Business History of The Co-operative Group, 1863-2013 can be
excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

David Rivera:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Building Co-operation: A Business History of The
Co-operative Group, 1863-2013 can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you
have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
Let's have Building Co-operation: A Business History of The Co-operative Group, 1863-2013.
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