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Money talked in sixteenth-century England, as money still does today. But what the sixteenth century's gold
and silver had to say for itself is strikingly different from the modern discourse of money. As David Landreth
demonstrates in The Face of Mammon, the material and historical differences between the coins of the
English Renaissance and today's paper and electronic money propel a distinctive and complex assessment of
the relation between material substance and human value.

Although the sixteenth century was marked by the traumatic emergence of conditions that would prove to be
characteristic of the modern economy, the discipline of economics had not been invented to assess those
conditions. The Face of Mammon considers how literary texts investigated these unexplained material
transformations through attention to the materiality of gold and silver money. In new readings of Spenser's
Faerie Queene, Marlowe's Jew of Malta, three plays by Shakespeare-King John, The Merchant of Venice,
and Measure for Measure-the poetry of John Donne, and the prose of Thomas Nashe, Landreth argues that
these texts situate the act of exchange at the center of a system of "common wealth" that sought to integrate
political, ethical, and religious values with material ones, and probe the ways in which market value corrodes
that system even as it depends upon it.

Joining the methods of material-culture studies to those of economic criticism, The Face of Mammon offers a
new account of the historical transformations of the concept of value to scholars of early modern literature,
culture, and art, as well as to those interested in economic history.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Chandler:

The book The Face of Mammon: The Matter of Money in English Renaissance Literature can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing
like a book The Face of Mammon: The Matter of Money in English Renaissance Literature? Several of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Face of Mammon: The Matter of
Money in English Renaissance Literature has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Brian Freeman:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is actually The Face of Mammon: The Matter of Money in English Renaissance Literature.

Laurie Riley:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Face of Mammon: The Matter
of Money in English Renaissance Literature is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Laura Burnham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your personal
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Face of Mammon: The Matter of Money in
English Renaissance Literature.
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