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A wide-ranging consideration of the place of dreams and visions in Islamic societies from the pre-modern
period to the present.

Dreams and visions have always been important in Islamic societies. Yet, their pervasive impact on Muslim
communities and on the lives of individual Muslims remains largely unknown and rather surprising to
Westerners. This book addresses this gap in understanding with a fascinating and diverse account, taking
readers from premodern Islam to the present day. Dreams and visions are shown to have been, and to be,
significant in a range of social, educational, and cultural roles. The book includes a wealth of examples
detailing the Sufi experience. Contributors use Arabic, Persian, Indian, Central Asian, and Ottoman sources
and employ approaches grounded in history, sociology, psychology, anthropology, religious studies, and
literary analysis. This is an illuminating work, showing how ordinary Muslims, Muslim notables, Sufis, legal
scholars, and rulers have perceived both themselves and the world around them through the prism of dreams
and visions.

“This book provides a marvelous appreciative look at an important aspect of the art of narrative across many
facets of Muslim community life, and the endurance of that art through the centuries. The stories
communicate not only substantial elements of theological importance but a pervasive sense of the
significance of personal relationships, especially affection for the Prophet, all told with much warmth and
wit.” — John Renard, author of Islam and Christianity: Theological Themes in Comparative Perspective

Özgen Felek is a Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Religious Studies at Stanford University. She is coeditor
(with Walter G. Andrews) of Victoria R. Holbrook’a Arma?an..

Alexander D. Knysh is Professor of Islamic Studies at the University of Michigan. His books include Ibn
‘Arabi in the Later Islamic Tradition: The Making of a Polemical Image in Medieval Islam, also published
by SUNY Press; Islamic Mysticism: A Short History; and Islam in Historical Perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Ben Papenfuss:

This Dreams and Visions in Islamic Societies are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The main reason of this Dreams and Visions in Islamic Societies can be one of many great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that possibly
will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Dreams and Visions in Islamic
Societies forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Chantal Dow:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Dreams and Visions in
Islamic Societies.

Shawn Young:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Dreams and Visions in Islamic Societies can be very
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Richard Dean:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Dreams and Visions in Islamic Societies when you necessary it?
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