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This sweeping work of history explains the westward spread of cotton agriculture and slave labor across the
South and into Texas during the decades before the Civil War. In arguing that the U.S. acquisition of Texas
originated with planters’ need for new lands to devote to cotton cultivation, celebrated author Roger G.
Kennedy takes a long view. Locating the genesis of Southern expansionism in the Jeffersonian era, Cotton
and Conquest stretches from 1790 through the end of the Civil War, weaving international commerce,
American party politics, technological innovation, Indian-white relations, frontier surveying practices, and
various social, economic, and political events into the tapestry of Texas history.

The innumerable dots the author deftly connects take the story far beyond Texas. Kennedy begins with a
detailed chronicle of the commerce linking British and French textile mills and merchants with Southern
cotton plantations. When the cotton states seceded from the Union, they overestimated British and French
dependence on Southern cotton. As a result, the Southern plantocracy believed that the British would
continue supporting the use of slaves in order to sustain the supply of cotton—a miscalculation with dire
consequences for the Confederacy.

As cartographers and surveyors located boundaries specified in new international treaties and alliances, they
violated earlier agreements with Indian tribes. The Indians were to be displaced yet again, now from Texas
cotton lands. The plantation system was thus a prime mover behind Indian removal, Kennedy shows, and it
yielded power and riches for planters, bankers, merchants, millers, land speculators, Indian-fighting generals
and politicians, and slave traders.

In Texas, at the plantation system’s farthest geographic reach, cotton scored its last triumphs. No one who
seeks to understand the complex history of Texas can overlook this book.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Mazzariello:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Cotton and Conquest: How the
Plantation System Acquired Texas will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It
is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book
with you?

James Goldman:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Cotton
and Conquest: How the Plantation System Acquired Texas. All type of book would you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Veronica Lopez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that
need more time to be read. Cotton and Conquest: How the Plantation System Acquired Texas can be your
answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Nancy Landry:

This Cotton and Conquest: How the Plantation System Acquired Texas is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Cotton and Conquest:
How the Plantation System Acquired Texas can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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