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In Tracing Southern Storytelling in Black and White, Sarah Gilbreath Ford explores how both black and
white southern writers such as Joel Chandler Harris, Charles Chesnutt, Zora Neale Hurston, William
Faulkner, Eudora Welty, Ralph Ellison, Ellen Douglas, and Ernest Gaines have employed oral storytelling in
literature.

Tracing Southern Storytelling in Black and White is a study of the historical use of oral storytelling by
southern writers in written works. In each chapter, Sarah Gilbreath Ford pairs a white and an African
American writer to highlight points of confluence in black and white southern oral traditions. She argues that
the connections between white and African American southern writers run deeper than critics have yet
explored, and she uses textual comparisons to examine the racial mixing of oral culture.

On porches, in kitchens, and on the pages of their work, black and white southerners exchanged not just
stories but strategies for telling stories. As a boy, Joel Chandler Harris listened to the stories of African
American slaves, and he devised a framework to turn the oral stories into written ones. Harris’s use of the
frame structure influenced how Charles Chesnutt recorded oral stories, but it led Alice Walker to complain
that her heritage had been stolen. Mark Twain listened to African American storytellers as a child. His use of
oral dialects then impacts how Ralph Ellison and William Faulkner employ oral storytelling and how Toni
Morrison later writes in response to Faulkner. The interactions are not linear, not a chain of influence, but a
network of interactions, borrowings, and revisions.

Ford’s pairings lead to new readings that reveal how the writers employ similar strategies in their narratives,
due in part to shared historical context. While Zora Neale Hurston and William Faulkner, for example, use
oral storytelling in the 1930s to examine the fear of racial mixing, Ellen Douglas and Ernest Gaines use it in
the 1970s to build bridges between the races. Exploring the cultural crossing that occurs in the use of oral
storytelling, Ford offers a different view of this common strategy in southern narrative and a new perspective
on how culture is shared.
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From reader reviews:

Jared Smith:

Tracing Southern Storytelling in Black and White can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Tracing Southern Storytelling in
Black and White although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial contemplating.

David Wood:

This Tracing Southern Storytelling in Black and White is great book for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Tracing Southern Storytelling in Black and White in your hand like having the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen
second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt which?

Rochelle Barrick:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Tracing Southern Storytelling
in Black and White which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Jessica Seymore:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Tracing Southern Storytelling in Black and
White can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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