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Humanity's love affair with mathematics and mysticism reached a critical juncture, legend has it, on the back
of a turtle in ancient China. As Clifford Pickover briefly recounts in this enthralling book, the most
comprehensive in decades on magic squares, Emperor Yu was supposedly strolling along the Yellow River
one day around 2200 B.C. when he spotted the creature: its shell had a series of dots within squares. To Yu's
amazement, each row of squares contained fifteen dots, as did the columns and diagonals. When he added
any two cells opposite along a line through the center square, like 2 and 8, he always arrived at 10. The
turtle, unwitting inspirer of the ''Yu'' square, went on to a life of courtly comfort and fame.

Pickover explains why Chinese emperors, Babylonian astrologer-priests, prehistoric cave people in France,
and ancient Mayans of the Yucatan were convinced that magic squares--arrays filled with numbers or letters
in certain arrangements--held the secret of the universe. Since the dawn of civilization, he writes, humans
have invoked such patterns to ward off evil and bring good fortune. Yet who would have guessed that in the
twenty-first century, mathematicians would be studying magic squares so immense and in so many
dimensions that the objects defy ordinary human contemplation and visualization?

Readers are treated to a colorful history of magic squares and similar structures, their construction, and
classification along with a remarkable variety of newly discovered objects ranging from ornate inlaid magic
cubes to hypercubes. Illustrated examples occur throughout, with some patterns from the author's own
experiments. The tesseracts, circles, spheres, and stars that he presents perfectly convey the age-old devotion
of the math-minded to this Zenlike quest. Number lovers, puzzle aficionados, and math enthusiasts will
treasure this rich and lively encyclopedia of one of the few areas of mathematics where the contributions of
even nonspecialists count.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Beals:

The book The Zen of Magic Squares, Circles, and Stars: An Exhibition of Surprising Structures across
Dimensions can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
So just why must we leave the good thing like a book The Zen of Magic Squares, Circles, and Stars: An
Exhibition of Surprising Structures across Dimensions? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share
all of these. Book The Zen of Magic Squares, Circles, and Stars: An Exhibition of Surprising Structures
across Dimensions has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Frank Bullard:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book The Zen of Magic Squares, Circles, and Stars: An Exhibition of
Surprising Structures across Dimensions ended up being making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The Zen of Magic
Squares, Circles, and Stars: An Exhibition of Surprising Structures across Dimensions is not only giving you
far more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book The Zen of Magic Squares,
Circles, and Stars: An Exhibition of Surprising Structures across Dimensions. You never experience lose out
for everything in the event you read some books.

Willie Thacker:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Zen of Magic
Squares, Circles, and Stars: An Exhibition of Surprising Structures across Dimensions is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

William Powers:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Zen of
Magic Squares, Circles, and Stars: An Exhibition of Surprising Structures across Dimensions suitable to
you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Zen of
Magic Squares, Circles, and Stars: An Exhibition of Surprising Structures across Dimensionsis one of



several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world on this book.
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