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The Vital Roots of European Enlightenment is a collection of essays which deal with the influence of Ibn
Tufayl, a 12th-century Arab philosopher from Spain, on major European thinkers. His philosophical novel,
Hayy Ibn Yaqzan, could be considered one of the most important books that heralded the Scientific
Revolution. Its thoughts are found in different variations and to different degrees in the books of Thomas
Hobbes, John Locke, Isaac Newton, and Kant. But if Ibn Tufayl's fundamental values, such as equality,
freedom and toleration, which the thinkers of the European Enlightenment had adopted as theirs, paved the
way to the French Revolution, they certainly marked the end of the age of reason in southern Spain and the
rest of the Islamic world. Ibn Tufayl's philosophy was appropriated, subverted, or reinvented for many
centuries. But the memory of the man who wrote such an influential book was buried in the dust of history.
The Vital Roots of European Enlightenment reexamines Ibn Tufayl's momentous book and its continued
influence over contemporary philosophy. This intriguing book will appeal to those interested in comparative
literature and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

Here thing why this particular The Vital Roots of European Enlightenment: Ibn Tufayl's Influence on
Modern Western Thought are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Vital
Roots of European Enlightenment: Ibn Tufayl's Influence on Modern Western Thought giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar
with The Vital Roots of European Enlightenment: Ibn Tufayl's Influence on Modern Western Thought. It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
The Vital Roots of European Enlightenment: Ibn Tufayl's Influence on Modern Western Thought in e-book
can be your alternative.

Darren Meekins:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
The Vital Roots of European Enlightenment: Ibn Tufayl's Influence on Modern Western Thought.

Shirley Akins:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Vital Roots of European
Enlightenment: Ibn Tufayl's Influence on Modern Western Thought can be the respond to, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common
not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Brian Scheele:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.



Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Vital Roots of European
Enlightenment: Ibn Tufayl's Influence on Modern Western Thought.
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