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Shakespeare, by general suffrage, is the greatest name in literature. There can be no extravagance in saying,
that to all who speak the English language his genius has made the world better worth living in, and life a
nobler and diviner thing. And even among those who do not "speak the tongue that Shakespeare spake,"
large numbers are studying the English language mainly for the purpose of being at home with him. How he
came to be what he was, and to do what he did, are questions that can never cease to be interesting, wherever
his works are known, and men’s powers of thought in any fair measure developed. But Providence has left a
veil, or rather a cloud, about his history, so that these questions are not likely to be satisfactorily answered.
The first formal attempt at an account of Shakespeare’s life was made by Nicholas Rowe, and the result
thereof published in 1709, ninety-three years after the Poet’s death. Rowe’s account was avowedly made up,
for the most part, from traditionary materials collected by Betterton the actor, who made a visit to Stratford
expressly for that purpose. Betterton was born in 1635, nineteen years after the death of Shakespeare;
became an actor before 1660, retired from the stage about 1700, and died in 1710. At what time he visited
Stratford is not known. It is to be regretted that Rowe did not give Betterton’s authorities for the particulars
gathered by him. It is certain, however, that very good sources of information were accessible in his time:
Judith Quiney, the Poet’s second daughter, lived till 1662; Lady Barnard, his granddaughter, till 1670; and
Sir William Davenant, who in his youth had known Shakespeare, was manager of the theatre in which
Betterton acted.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Hernandez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Shakespeare: His Life, Art, and
Characters with an Historical Sketch of the Origin and Growth of the Drama in England, you are able to
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on
its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Connie Cornish:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Shakespeare: His Life, Art, and Characters with an Historical Sketch of the Origin and
Growth of the Drama in England offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Wesley Powell:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Shakespeare: His Life, Art, and Characters
with an Historical Sketch of the Origin and Growth of the Drama in England can be the solution, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Vickie Kay:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Shakespeare: His Life, Art, and Characters
with an Historical Sketch of the Origin and Growth of the Drama in England can give you a lot of friends
because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Shakespeare: His Life, Art, and Characters with an Historical
Sketch of the Origin and Growth of the Drama in England.
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