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Reading 1759 investigates the literary culture of a remarkable year in British and French history, writing, and
ideas. Familiar to many as the British “year of victories” during the Seven Years’ War, 1759 was also an
important year in the histories of fiction, philosophy, ethics, and aesthetics. Reading 1759 is the first book to
examine together the range of works written and published during this crucial year. Offering broad coverage
of the year’s work in writing, these essays examine key works by Johnson, Voltaire, Sterne, Adam Smith,
Edward Young, Sarah Fielding, and Christopher Smart, along with such group projects as the Encyclopédie
and the literary review journals of the mid-eighteenth century. Organized around a cluster of key topics, the
volume reflects the concerns most important to writers themselves in 1759. This was a year of the new and
the modern, as writers addressed current issues of empire and ethical conduct, forged new forms of creative
expression, and grappled with the nature of originality itself. Texts written and published in 1759 confronted
the history of Western colonialism, the problem of prostitution in a civilized society, and the limitations of
linguistic expression. Philosophical issues were also important in 1759, not least the thorny question of
causation; while, in France, state censorship challenged the Encyclopédie, the central Enlightenment project.
Taking into its purview such texts and intellectual developments, Reading 1759 puts the literary culture of
this singular, and singularly important, year on the scholarly map. In the process, the volume also provides a
self-reflective contribution to the growing body of “annualized” studies that focus on the literary output of
specific years.
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From reader reviews:

Darrell Fowler:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Reading 1759: Literary Culture in Mid-Eighteenth-
Century Britain and France (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) will make you to be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Michael Campbell:

The e-book untitled Reading 1759: Literary Culture in Mid-Eighteenth-Century Britain and France (Transits:
Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
Reading 1759: Literary Culture in Mid-Eighteenth-Century Britain and France (Transits: Literature, Thought
& Culture, 1650-1850) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Beth Ritchey:

This Reading 1759: Literary Culture in Mid-Eighteenth-Century Britain and France (Transits: Literature,
Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for
you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Reading 1759:
Literary Culture in Mid-Eighteenth-Century Britain and France (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture,
1650-1850) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Latonya Sams:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Reading 1759: Literary Culture in Mid-Eighteenth-Century Britain and France (Transits:
Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850). Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware



about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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