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Existentialist Thought in African American Literature Before 1940 is the first collection of its kind to break
new ground in arguing that long before its classification by Jean-Paul Sartre, African American literature
embodied existentialist thought. To make its case, this daring book dissects eight notable texts: Frederick
Douglass’s Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (1845) and My Bondage and My Freedom (1855),
Sojourner Truth’s Ain’t I A Woman (1861), Harriet Jacobs’s Incidents in the Life of A Slave Girl (1861),
Sutton E. Griggs’s Imperium in Imperio (1899), James Weldon Johnson’s Autobiography of an Ex-Colored
Man (1912), and Nella Larsen’s Quicksand (1928) and Passing (1929). It explores and addresses a wide
range of complex philosophical concepts such as: authenticity, potentiality-for-authentic living, bad faith,
and existentialism from the Christian point of view. The use of interdisciplinary studies such as gender
studies, queer studies, Christian ethics, mixed-race studies, and existentialism, allows the authors within this
book to lend unique perspectives in examining selected African American literary works.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people
have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Existentialist Thought in African
American Literature before 1940 book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Shawna Vaughn:

Existentialist Thought in African American Literature before 1940 can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Existentialist Thought in African American Literature before 1940 however doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

William Manwaring:

This Existentialist Thought in African American Literature before 1940 is brand new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Existentialist Thought in African American Literature before 1940 can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Sandra Lynn:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book Existentialist Thought in African American Literature before 1940 we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book
Existentialist Thought in African American Literature before 1940. You can more desirable than now.
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