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In the first half of the 1580s, Seville, Spain, confronted a series of potentially devastating crises. In three
years, the city faced a brush with deadly contagion, including the plague; the billeting of troops in
preparation for Philip II’s invasion of Portugal; crop failure and famine following drought and locust
infestation; an aborted uprising of the Moriscos (Christian converts from Islam); bankruptcy of the municipal
government; the threat of pollution and contaminated water; and the disruption of commerce with the Indies.
While each of these problems would be formidable on its own, when taken together, the crises threatened
Seville’s social and economic order. In The Plague Files, Alexandra Parma Cook and Noble David Cook
reconstruct daily life during this period in sixteenth-century Seville, exposing the difficult lives of ordinary
men, women, and children and shedding light on the challenges municipal officials faced as they attempted
to find solutions to the public health emergencies that threatened the city’s residents.

Filling several gaps in the historiography of early modern Spain, this volume offers a history of not only
Seville’s city government but also the medical profession in Andalusia, from practitioner nurses and barber
surgeons (who were often the first to encounter symptoms of plague) to well-trained university physicians.
All levels of society enter the picture—from slaves to the local aristocracy. Drawing on detailed records of
city council deliberations, private and public correspondence, reports from physicians and apothecaries, and
other primary sources, Cook and Cook recount Seville’s story in the words of the people who lived it—the
city’s governor, the female innkeepers charged with reporting who recently died in their establishments, the
physicians who describe the plague victims’ symptoms.

As Cook and Cook’s detailed history makes clear, in spite of numerous emergencies, Seville’s bureaucracy
functioned with relative normality, providing basic services necessary for the survival of its citizens. Their
account of the travails of 1580s Seville provides an indispensable resource for those studying early modern
Spain.
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From reader reviews:

William Leighty:

The book with title The Plague Files: Crisis Management in Sixteenth-Century Seville has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

James Drennan:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Plague Files: Crisis Management in Sixteenth-
Century Seville or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide,
any other book likes The Plague Files: Crisis Management in Sixteenth-Century Seville to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Paul Jackson:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Plague Files: Crisis Management in Sixteenth-Century Seville we can acquire
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book
The Plague Files: Crisis Management in Sixteenth-Century Seville. You can more desirable than now.

George Chadwick:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Plague Files: Crisis Management in
Sixteenth-Century Seville to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The Plague Files: Crisis Management in Sixteenth-
Century Seville can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of these time.
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