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Former U.S. ambassador to the USSR Jack F. Matlock refutes the enduring idea that the United States forced
the collapse of the Soviet Union by applying military and economic pressure—with wide-ranging
implications for U.S. foreign policy. Matlock argues that Gorbachev, not Reagan, undermined Communist
Party rule in the Soviet Union and that the Cold War ended in a negotiated settlement that benefited both
sides. He posits that the end of the Cold War diminished rather than enhanced American power; with the
removal of the Soviet threat, allies were less willing to accept American protection and leadership that
seemed increasingly to ignore their interests.
 
Matlock shows how, during the Clinton and particularly the Bush-Cheney administrations, the belief that the
United States had defeated the Soviet Union led to a conviction that it did not need allies, international
organizations, or diplomacy, but could dominate and change the world by using its military power
unilaterally. The result is a weakened America that has compromised its ability to lead. Matlock makes a
passionate plea for the United States under Obama to reenvision its foreign policy and gives examples of
how the new administration can reorient the U.S. approach to critical issues, taking advantage of lessons we
should have learned from our experience in ending the Cold War.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Flowers:

The book Superpower Illusions make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make reading a book Superpower Illusions to become your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open up and read a publication Superpower Illusions. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Suzanne Mitchell:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Superpower Illusions book as beginner and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jesus Curry:

Typically the book Superpower Illusions has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over
this book.

Edward Doucet:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be Superpower Illusions why because the amazing cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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