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In 1940, Japan was into its third year of war with China, and relations with the United States were
deteriorating, but it was a heady time for the Japanese nonetheless. That year, the Japanese commemorated
the 2,600th anniversary of the founding of the Empire of Japan. According to the imperial myth-history,
Emperor Jimmu, descended from the Sun Goddess Amaterasu, established the "unbroken imperial line" in
660 BCE.

In carefully choreographed ceremonies throughout the empire, through new public monuments, with visual
culture, and through heritage tourism, the Japanese celebrated the extension of imperial rule under the 124th
emperor, Hirohito. These celebrations, the climactic moment for the ideology that was central to modern
Japan's identity until the imperial cult's legitimacy was bruised by defeat in 1945, are little known outside
Japan.

Imperial Japan at Its Zenith, the first book in English about the 2,600th anniversary, examines the themes of
the celebration and what they tell us about Japan at mid-century. Kenneth J. Ruoff emphasizes that wartime
Japan did not reject modernity in favor of nativist traditionalism. Instead, like Nazi Germany and Fascist
Italy, it embraced reactionary modernism. Ruoff also highlights the role played by the Japanese people in
endorsing and promoting imperial ideology and expansion, documenting the significant grassroots support
for the cult of the emperor and for militarism.

Ruoff uses the anniversary celebrations to examine Japan's invention of a national history; the complex
relationship between the homeland and the colonies; the significance of Imperial Japan's challenge to Euro-
American claims of racial and cultural superiority; the role of heritage tourism in inspiring national pride;
Japan's wartime fascist modernity; and, with a chapter about overseas Japanese, the boundaries of the
Japanese nation. Packed with intriguing anecdotes, incisive analysis, and revelatory illustrations, Imperial
Japan at Its Zenith is a major contribution to our understanding of wartime Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Midkiff:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Imperial Japan
at Its Zenith: The Wartime Celebration of the Empire's 2,600th Anniversary (Studies of the Weatherhead
East Asian Institute, Columbia University) book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Kimberly Wheatley:

The e-book with title Imperial Japan at Its Zenith: The Wartime Celebration of the Empire's 2,600th
Anniversary (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) posesses a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era
of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

George Hoffman:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day long to reading a guide. The book Imperial Japan at Its Zenith: The Wartime Celebration of the
Empire's 2,600th Anniversary (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) it is
very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high
quality.

Rubin Bourne:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Imperial Japan at Its Zenith: The Wartime
Celebration of the Empire's 2,600th Anniversary (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia
University) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every



ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Imperial Japan at
Its Zenith: The Wartime Celebration of the Empire's 2,600th Anniversary (Studies of the Weatherhead East
Asian Institute, Columbia University) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is
one guide that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.
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