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At the origins of the major religious traditions one typically finds a seminal figure. Names such as Jesus,
Muhammad, Confucius, and Moses are well known, yet their status as "founders" has not gone uncontested.
Does Paul deserve the credit for founding Christianity? Is Laozi the father of Daoism, or should that title
belong to Zhuangzi? What is at stake, if anything, in debates about the historical Buddha? What assumptions
are implicit in the claim that Hinduism is a religion without a founder? The essays in Varieties of Religious
Invention do not attempt to settle these perennial arguments. Rather, they consider the subtexts of such
debates as an exercise in comparative religion: Who engages in them? To whom do they matter, and when?
To what extent are origins thought to define the essence of a religion? When is development in a religious
tradition perceived as deviation from its roots? In what ways do arguments about founders serve as proxies
for broader cultural, theological, political, or ideological questions? What do they reveal about the ways in
which the past is remembered and authority negotiated?

Surveying the landscape shaped by these questions within each tradition, the authors provide insights and
novel perspectives about the individual religions, and about the study of world religions more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Ingram:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Varieties of Religious
Invention: Founders and Their Functions in History? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Kimberly Wheatley:

This Varieties of Religious Invention: Founders and Their Functions in History is great e-book for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Varieties of Religious Invention: Founders and Their Functions in History in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world
within ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Carolyn Alcantara:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books.
Among the books in the top collection in your reading list will be Varieties of Religious Invention: Founders
and Their Functions in History. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Janice Leon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Varieties of Religious
Invention: Founders and Their Functions in History.
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