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At the start of the nineteenth century, Passenger Pigeons were perhaps the most abundant birds on the planet,
numbering literally in the billions. The flocks were so large and so dense that they blackened the skies, even
blotting out the sun for days at a stretch. Yet by the end of the century, the most common bird in North
America had vanished from the wild. In 1914, the last known representative of her species, Martha, died in a
cage at the Cincinnati Zoo.

This stunningly illustrated book tells the astonishing story of North America’s Passenger Pigeon, a bird
species that—like the Tyrannosaur, the Mammoth, and the Dodo—has become one of the great icons of
extinction. Errol Fuller describes how these fast, agile, and handsomely plumaged birds were immortalized
by the ornithologist and painter John James Audubon, and captured the imagination of writers such as James
Fenimore Cooper, Henry David Thoreau, and Mark Twain. He shows how widespread deforestation, the
demand for cheap and plentiful pigeon meat, and the indiscriminate killing of Passenger Pigeons for sport led
to their catastrophic decline. Fuller provides an evocative memorial to a bird species that was once so
important to the ecology of North America, and reminds us of just how fragile the natural world can be.

Published in the centennial year of Martha’s death, The Passenger Pigeon features rare archival images as
well as haunting photos of live birds.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Waters:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Passenger Pigeon.

Timothy Hardy:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important normally. The book The Passenger Pigeon had been making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The
Passenger Pigeon is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
using the book The Passenger Pigeon. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Verna Tubbs:

This The Passenger Pigeon are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The reason why of this The Passenger Pigeon can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that maybe will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Passenger Pigeon forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Bradley Bishop:

The particular book The Passenger Pigeon has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
looking over this book.
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