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"If one organization is synonymous with keeping hope alive, even as a faint glimmer in the darkness of a
prison, it is Amnesty International. Amnesty has been the light, and that light was truth—bearing witness to
suffering hidden from the eyes of the world."—from Keepers of the Flame

The first in-depth look at working life inside a major human rights organization, Keepers of the Flame charts
the history of Amnesty International and the development of its nerve center, the International Secretariat,
over forty-five years. Through interviews with staff members, archival research, and unprecedented access to
Amnesty International's internal meetings, Stephen Hopgood provides an engrossing and enlightening
account of day-to-day operations within the organization, larger decisions about the nature of its mission, and
struggles over the implementation of that mission.

An enduring feature of Amnesty's inner life, Hopgood finds, has been a recurrent struggle between the
"keepers of the flame" who seek to preserve Amnesty's accumulated store of moral authority and reformers
who hope to change, modernize, and use that moral authority in ways that its protectors fear may erode the
organization's uniqueness. He also explores how this concept of moral authority affects the working lives of
the servants of such an ideal and the ways in which it can undermine an institution's political authority over
time. Hopgood argues that human-rights activism is a social practice best understood as a secular religion
where internal conflict between sacred and profane—the mission and the practicalities of everyday
operations—are both unavoidable and necessary.

Keepers of the Flame is vital reading for anyone interested in Amnesty International, its accomplishments,
agonies, obligations, fears, opportunities, and challenges—or, more broadly, in how humanitarian
organizations accommodate the moral passions that energize volunteers and professional staff alike.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Gallagher:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Keepers of the Flame:
Understanding Amnesty International book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jose Callender:

The knowledge that you get from Keepers of the Flame: Understanding Amnesty International will be the
more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Keepers of the Flame: Understanding Amnesty
International giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of
Keepers of the Flame: Understanding Amnesty International instantly.

Curtis Waters:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a e-book. The book Keepers of the Flame: Understanding Amnesty International it
is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
provides high quality.

Belinda Bridges:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Keepers of the Flame:
Understanding Amnesty International that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want



to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Keepers of the Flame: Understanding Amnesty
International become your own starter.
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