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Is it possible to identify the 'essence' of Ottoman kingship? And if so, what were the core motivating
principles that governed the dynasty over its 600 year lifespan and how continuous and consistent were they?
Following the death of the dynasty's eponymous founder Osman in 1324, 35 successors held the throne.
Despite the wide range of character traits, dispositions and personal preferences, they led the expansion,
stagnation and eventual collapse of the empire. Rhoades Murphey offers an alternative way of understanding
the soul of the empire as reflected in its key ruling institution: the sultanate. For much of the period of
centralized Ottoman rule between ca. 1450 and 1850 each of the dynasty's successive rulers developed and
used the state bureaucratic apparatus to achieve their ruling priorities, based around the palace and court
culture and rituals of sovereignty as well as the sultan's role as the head of the central state administrative
apparatus.
Sovereignty was attached to the person of the sultan who moved (with his court) both often and for
prolonged stays away from his principal residence. In the period between 1360 and 1453 there were dual
capitals at Bursa and Edirne (Adrianople) and even after 1453 several Ottoman sultans showed a preference
for Edirne over Istanbul. Even Sultan Suleyman the Magnificent - held by the Ottomans, western
contemporaries and modern analysts alike to be the pinnacle and paragon of Ottoman kingship - spent far
more time away from his residence at the Topkapi Palace than in it. This book explores the growing
complexity of the empire as it absorbed cultural influences and imperial legacies from a wide diversity of
sources each in turn engendering a further interpretation of existing notions of kingship and definitions of the
role and function of the ruler.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Swain:

This Exploring Ottoman Sovereignty: Tradition, Image and Practice in the Ottoman Imperial Household,
1400-1800 book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Exploring Ottoman
Sovereignty: Tradition, Image and Practice in the Ottoman Imperial Household, 1400-1800 without we
recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Exploring Ottoman Sovereignty: Tradition, Image and Practice in the Ottoman Imperial Household, 1400-
1800 can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have
it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Exploring Ottoman Sovereignty: Tradition, Image and Practice in
the Ottoman Imperial Household, 1400-1800 having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Tia Sargent:

The guide untitled Exploring Ottoman Sovereignty: Tradition, Image and Practice in the Ottoman Imperial
Household, 1400-1800 is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book,
so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Exploring Ottoman Sovereignty: Tradition, Image and Practice in the Ottoman Imperial Household,
1400-1800 from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Helen Hanson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Exploring Ottoman Sovereignty:
Tradition, Image and Practice in the Ottoman Imperial Household, 1400-1800 book written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still question Exploring Ottoman Sovereignty: Tradition, Image and Practice in the Ottoman
Imperial Household, 1400-1800 as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one e-
book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Willie Batres:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of news.



Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Exploring Ottoman Sovereignty: Tradition, Image and Practice in the Ottoman Imperial
Household, 1400-1800 when you necessary it?
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