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Sweeping across two millennia and every literary genre, acclaimed scholar and biographer Jonathan Bate
provides a dazzling introduction to English Literature. The focus is wide, shifting from the birth of the novel
and the brilliance of English comedy to the deep Englishness of landscape poetry and the ethnic diversity of
Britain's Nobel literature laureates. It goes on to provide a more in-depth analysis, with close readings from
an extraordinary scene in King Lear
to a war poem by Carol Ann Duffy, and a series of striking examples of how literary texts change as they are
transmitted from writer to reader.

The narrative embraces not only the major literary movements such as Romanticism and Modernism,
together with the most influential authors including Chaucer, Donne, Johnson, Wordsworth, Austen, Dickens
and Woolf, but also little-known stories such as the identity of the first English woman poet to be honoured
with a collected edition of her works. Written with the flair and passion for which Jonathan Bate has become
renowned, this book is the perfect Very Short Introduction for all
readers and students of the incomparable literary heritage of these islands.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

William Martin:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book English Literature: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve English Literature: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship together with the book English Literature: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Arthur Elsberry:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare
time, the particular book you have read is actually English Literature: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions).

Curtis Locke:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love English Literature: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Marie Avis:

English Literature: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing English Literature: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) although
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of



crucial imagining.
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