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In 1773, the slave Phillis Wheatley literally wrote her way to freedom. The first person of African descent to
publish a book of poems in English, she was emancipated by her owners in recognition of her literary
achievement. For a time, Wheatley was the most famous black woman in the West. But Thomas Jefferson,
unlike his contemporaries Ben Franklin and George Washington, refused to acknowledge her gifts as a
writer—a repudiation that eventually inspired generations of black writers to build an extraordinary body of
literature in their efforts to prove him wrong.

In The Trials of Phillis Wheatley, Henry Louis Gates Jr. explores the pivotal roles that Wheatley and
Jefferson played in shaping the black literary tradition. Writing with all the lyricism and critical skill that
place him at the forefront of American letters, Gates brings to life the characters, debates, and controversy
that surrounded Wheatley in her day and ours.
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From reader reviews:

Aimee Nguyen:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's First Black Poet and Her
Encounters with the Founding Fathers. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as
we know about how is important any book The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's First Black Poet and
Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Alma Miranda:

This The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's First Black Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding
Fathers is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great
manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's First Black Poet and
Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this
guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that
will?

Ladonna Warren:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's
First Black Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers is simple to bring you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Josephine Weeks:

Beside that The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's First Black Poet and Her Encounters with the
Founding Fathers in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Trials of Phillis Wheatley:
America's First Black Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's interesting



features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book
and read it from today!
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