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In this chilling novel about a 1950s boys summer camp gone awry, the former New York Times literary critic
has created a brilliant coming-of-age story with undertones reminiscent of Lord of the Flies.

Christopher Lehmann-Haupt's novel is at once a fantasy, a barbed portrait of boyhood in the dawning of the
Eisenhower era, and a ho-holds-barred story of terror of the sort that won him praise for his previous novel,
A Crooked Man.

Jerry Muller has been aregular at Camp Senecafor years. Now that he's a teenager and counselor, things
don't seem quiteright at his traditional summer haunt. As Jerry plunges into the mysteries around him, he
finds himself growing up fast -- maybe too fast.

He's attracted to T.J., a pretty girl who might have a boyfriend but who flirts anyway, and he's shocked by
the truth about his friend Oz, who's more interested in Jerry than in the likes of T.J. He sees something is
strangely amiss with the husband and wife who own the camp. But above al, he's scared of the cruel game
masterminded by Buck.

Of Seneca ancestry, Buck isasinister, bigger-than-life expert on Indian lore. Heis also an organizer of scary
games who may just possibly be a psychopath and akiller, and in whose hands the camp's make-believe,
designed to scare the kids, becomes first a savage and brutal test of strength, then, by small steps, genuinely
dangerous.

As Jerry unravels the mysteries surrounding the ordinary-looking camp, he struggles to understand how "the
Forbidden Woods," which have always been off-limits to campers as a kind of game and dare, have
somehow become genuinely frightening -- all the more reason to discover the secrets that lie behind Camp
Seneca's facade.

The story reaches its climax in a shocking scene that neither Jerry nor the reader is likely to forget.
Christopher Lehmann-Haupt's new novel is awicked, suspenseful, and deeply original tale.
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From reader reviews:
Darren Custer:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Mad Cook of Pymatuning: A Novel. Y ou can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant some sort of book The
Mad Cook of Pymatuning: A Novel. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just
abook. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that.
In this era, we are able to open abook as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou should
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Mary McKay:

The book The Mad Cook of Pymatuning: A Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we |leave the best thing like a book The Mad Cook
of Pymatuning: A Novel? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can
give many detailsfor us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share al of
these. Book The Mad Cook of Pymatuning: A Novel has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
large function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by start and read areserve. So it isvery
wonderful.

Norman Duque:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of The Mad Cook of Pymatuning: A Novel
can give you alot of good friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
different make you to be great people. So, why hesitate? We need to have The Mad Cook of Pymatuning: A
Novel.

Eugene Howard:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Mad Cook of Pymatuning: A Novel was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book The Mad Cook of Pymatuning: A
Novel has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book
for you personally and try to like reading which.
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