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American pragmatism is premised on the notion that to find out what something means, look to fruits rather
than roots. But, as Paul Grimstad shows, the thought of the classical pragmatists is itself the fruit of earlier
experiments in American literature.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Edgar Allan Poe, Herman Melville, and (contemporaneously with the flowering of
pragmatism) Henry James, each in their different ways prefigure at the level of literary form what emerge as
the guiding ideas of classical pragmatism. Specifically, this occurs in the way an experimental approach to
composition informs the classical pragmatists' central idea that experience is not a matter of correspondence
but of an ongoing attunement to process. The link between experience and experiment is thus for Grimstad a
way of gauging the deeper intellectual history by which literary experiments--Emerson's Essays; Poe's
invention of the detective story in "The Murders in the Rue Morgue;" Melville's Pierre; and Henry James's
late style--find their philosophical expression in classical pragmatism. Charles Peirce's notion of the
"abductive" inference; William James's "radical empiricism;" and John Dewey's naturalist account of
experience inform the book's readings.

Experience and Experimental Writing also frames its set of claims in relation to more contemporary debates
within literary criticism and philosophy that have so far not been taken up in this context: putting Richard
Poirier's account of the relation of pragmatism to literature into dialogue with Stanley Cavell's inheritance of
Emerson as someone decidedly not a "pragmatist;" to differences between classical pragmatists like William
James and John Dewey and more recent, post-linguistic turn thinkers like Richard Rorty and Robert
Brandom.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Experience and Experimental
Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Thomas Brim:

This Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses is great book
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan
word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from
Emerson to the Jameses in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Loretta Yoder:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary
Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Mary Norman:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson
to the Jameses can make you really feel more interested to read.
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