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In this book, Colleen Conway looks at the construction of masculinity in New Testament depictions of Jesus.
She argues that the New Testament writers necessarily engaged the predominant gender ideology of the
Roman Empire, whether consciously or unconsciously. Although the notion of what constituted ideal
masculinity in Greek and Roman cultures certainly pre-dated the Roman Empire, the emergence of the
Principate concentrated this gender ideology on the figure of the emperor. Indeed, critical to the success of
the empire was the portrayal of the emperor as the ideal man and the Roman citizen as one who aspired to be
the same. Any person who was held up alongside the emperor as another source of authority would be
assessed in terms of the cultural values represented in this Roman image of the "manly man."

Conway examines a variety of ancient ideas of masculinity, as found in philosophical discourses, medical
treaties, imperial documents, and ancient inscriptions. Manliness, in these accounts, was achieved through
self-control over passions such as lust, anger, and greed. It was also gained through manly displays of
courage, the endurance of pain, and death on behalf of others. With these texts as a starting point, Conway
shows how the New Testament writings approach Jesus' gender identity. From Paul's early letters to the
Gospels and Acts, to the book of Revelation, Christian writings in the Bible confront the potentially
emasculating scandal of the cross and affirm Jesus as ideally masculine. Conway's study touches on such
themes as the relationship between divinity and masculinity; the role of the body in relation to gender
identity; and belief in Jesus as a means of achieving a more ideal form of masculinity. This impeccably
researched and highly readable book reveals the importance of ancient gender ideology for the interpretation
of Christian texts.
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From reader reviews:

Claire Underwood:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Behold the Man: Jesus and Greco-Roman Masculinity. Try to stumble
through book Behold the Man: Jesus and Greco-Roman Masculinity as your good friend. It means that it can
for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jennifer Wadsworth:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Behold the Man: Jesus and Greco-Roman Masculinity book is readable by
means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
associated with Behold the Man: Jesus and Greco-Roman Masculinity content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
available as it. So , do you still thinking Behold the Man: Jesus and Greco-Roman Masculinity is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Doug Campbell:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Behold the Man: Jesus and
Greco-Roman Masculinity which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.

Gerald Reed:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Behold the Man: Jesus and Greco-Roman
Masculinity to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available
a book and read it. Beside that the publication Behold the Man: Jesus and Greco-Roman Masculinity can to
be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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