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Birds sing and call, sometimes in complex and beautiful arrangements of notes, sometimes in one-line
repetitions that resemble a ringtone more than a symphony. Listening, we are stirred, transported, and even
envious of birds' ability to produce what Shelley called "profuse strains of unpremeditated art." And for
hundreds of years, we have tried to write down what we hear when birds sing. Poets have put birdsong in
verse (Thomas Nashe: "Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo") and ornithologists have transcribed bird
sounds more methodically. Drawing on this history of bird writing, in Aaaaw to Zzzzzd John Bevis offers a
lexicon of the words of birds. For tourists in Birdland, there could be no more charming phrasebook.
Consulting it, we find seven distinct variations of "hoo" attributed to seven different species of owls, from a
simple hoo to the more ambitious hoo hoo hoo-hoo, ho hoo hoo-hoo; the understated cheet of the tree
swallow; the resonant kreeaaaaaaaaaaar of the Swainson's hawk; the modest peep peep peep of the meadow
pipit. We learn that some people hear the Baltimore oriole saying "here, here, come right here, dear" and the
yellowhammer saying "a little bit of bread and no cheese." Bevis, a poet, frames his lexicons -- one for North
America and one for Britain and northern Europe -- with an evocative appreciation of birds, birdsong, and
human attempts to capture the words of birds in music and poetry. He also offers an engaging account of
other methods of documenting birdsong -- field recording, graphic notation, and mechanical devices
including duck calls and the serinette, an instrument used to teach song tunes to songbirds. The singing of
birds is nature at its most sublime, and words are our medium for expressing this sublimity. Aaaaw to Zzzzzd
belongs in the bird lover's backpack and on the word lover's bedside table, an unexpected and sui generis
pleasure.
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From reader reviews:

George Cardenas:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North
America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press) will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or acceptable book with you?

David Guyton:

The publication untitled Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern
Europe (MIT Press) is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-
book of Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press)
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

David Shields:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North
America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Charles Rowe:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words
of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press) is simple to deliver you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book
in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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